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MEDIA INVITE MEDIA INVITE MEDIA INVITE

Ex-Islamist to address Belfast Peacebuilders’ Summit

Ex- Islamist Maajid Nawaz will be one of a range of speakers to address an innovative summit for Peacebuilders from across the globe in Belfast’s Europa Hotel on Wednesday 7th May. The conference will be attended by over one hundred delegates mainly working at a grassroots level, to share and exchange experiences and practice. It will focus on those Peacebuilders who are the modern day heroes, often working on the front line but never seeking recognition or glory. Peacebuilders who, day and daily, step out into a world fraught with dissension and bloody war, to perform heroic deeds for the betterment of their fellow citizens. This summit is in their honour, and marks a shared space for renewal, conversation and hopefully a good deal of laughter!

Other conference speakers will include Billy Hutchinson, Sean Murray, Eamon McCann and Professor Monica McWilliams.  Specifically, the summit will shine a spotlight on individual peacebuilders and community-level activity towards sustainable peace, and enhances their capacity to build relationships, share practice and form part of a worldwide community working for peace.

The Global Peacebuilders project has been funded by the European Union’s Peace and Reconciliation Programme 2000-2006 under measure 5.3. The Global Peacebuilders online hub for peacebuilders worldwide is located at: www.globalpeacebuilders.org
Ends

Angila Chada, Chief Executive of Springboard Opportunities, and Maajid Nawaz founder and Director of London-based global think tank the Quilliam Foundation, will be available for interview from 7.30am on Wednesday 7th May

 

Billy Hutchinson, Sean Murray, Eamon McCann and Professor Monica McWilliams will be available for interview between 11.00am and 12.00 pm

 

The event will commence at 9.30am at the Europa Hotel, Belfast, with a photo-call at 11.00am.  A full press pack will be available.

For further information on this Media Invite, please contact Sarah Maitland, Project Officer, Globalpeacebuilders 07815144936 sarah@springboard-opps.org
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Notes to editor

Maajid Nawaz

Maajid is founder and Director of London-based global think tank the Quilliam Foundation, the world’s first de-radicalisation institute set up by ex-Islamists to challenge Islamist ideology and develop an Islam in harmony with its host society. A former member of Hizb ut-Tahrir (The Liberation Party), where he was a national speaker and international recruiter to export the Party's ideology and set up cells from London, Maajid was detained in Egypt in 2002 for belonging to Hizb ut-Tahrir. He was adopted by Amnesty International as a prisoner of conscience and returned to the UK in March 2006, when he joined Hizb ut-Tahrir's national leadership committee and secret internal leadership, known as the Wilayah Committee. In May 2007, Maajid unilaterally resigned his membership from the Party and in September 2007 recanted Islamism on BBC current affairs programme Newsnight. With rare political insight into the complexities of Middle-East politics, religion, and the contemporary Muslim political mindset, Maajid features widely on British and global media, presents seminars and lectures on Islamism and Muslim political thought both in the UK and abroad, and has written for the Times and Independent and has been cited by British Prime Minister Gordon Brown, when asked about government policy towards dealing with extreme Islamist groups.

Jackie Redpath MBE, Chair of Springboard

Since the early seventies Jackie, has been involved at the cutting edge of community development work in the Shankill area of Belfast and in peace and reconciliation across Belfast, N Ireland and in cross border initiatives with the Republic of Ireland.

He is currently Chief Executive of the Greater Shankill Partnership, an organisation leading the regeneration of a disadvantaged area of Belfast.  The Partnership brings together statutory, community and private sector bodies to address regeneration issues.  He is also Chair of Springboard Opportunities Limited, an organisation which works with unemployed young adults on a cross community basis in Belfast, on a cross border basis with organisations and young people from Dublin and on an international scale with organisations in North America, Europe and South Africa, promoting intercultural understanding and enhancing personal and professional development.

Jackie’s international experience has had a particular focus on the USA, where since 1991 he has been involved in missions to attract company inward investment and trade.  His involvement has also embraced contributions to building the peace process in N Ireland and by building an understanding of the Protestant community and the importance of an even handed approach to US involvement in N Ireland.

In 1995 Jackie was given American Ireland Fund’s Leadership Award and has subsequently served on the Ireland Fund’s Advisory Panel and in 1997 he received an MBE in recognition of his contribution to the community.

In the 1970’s Jackie worked for the Shankill Community Council and Shankill Education Workshop.  Throughout the 1980’s he published and edited the Shankill People newspaper and was Director of the Greater Shankill Development Agency from 1989-1996.

Jackie has been founder member of a range of housing, economic, voluntary and reconciliation agencies including the NI Federation of Housing Associations and the NI Voluntary Trust (now Comnunity Foundation for N Ireland), where he served as a trustee for five years.
Angila Chada, Executive Director of Springboard

Angila Chada, BA, MSc is currently Executive Director of Springboard a capacity building organisation operating in disadvantaged areas in Belfast and Dublin.  Over Springboard’s 15 year history she has been responsible for the innovative design of community based interventions such as the Tell it Like It Is project – a cross community, cross border cultural exchange project, the Urban Service Programme centred around public service and Millennium Ventures, a cross community research programme, as well as the management and delivery of programmes involving over 3000 young adults, each promoting an appreciation of intercultural diversity and building capacity.

As Programme Manager with Springboard from 1992-1996, Angila was responsible for the design, delivery and management of international, cross community, cross border programmes involving over 300 people and costs of £1 million.  

Prior to joining Springboard, Angila worked as a Manager within a management & systems consultancy house in London operating chiefly in local and central government. 

Other activities within the voluntary and community sector have seen her participate in Peace II application selection process and involvement in various planning and evaluation processes.  In addition she is currently holds Board membership for Intercomm in North Belfast and Success Foundation, an organisation that focuses on change work.

During her student years Angila served as Education Officer of Queens University, Belfast Students Union and was subsequently awarded honorary life membership.

Springboard Opportunities Limited

	Springboard is committed within a spirit of partnership, to building the capacity of disadvantaged people and their communities and contributing to a society that is at ease with itself and its diversity


The Global Peacebuilders Project is managed by Springboard Opportunities Limited (Springboard).  Established in 1992, Springboard is a non-profit organisation with charitable status based in Belfast.  During the last fifteen years the organisation has offered integrated programmes that promote mutual understanding and enhance capacity.  

In addition to Global Peacebuilders, Springboard delivers the Wider Horizons initiative where young adults jointly participate in local and international programmes that promote an appreciation of diversity, build capacity through personal and professional development and provide understanding of global citizenship. The initiative is funded by the International Fund for Ireland, Department for Employment & Learning and FAS.  

Other previous projects have included the ‘Tell It Like It Is’ project, funded by the Peace & Reconciliation programme, which involved the communities of Shankill, West Belfast and Manorhamilton in Leitrim in building understanding through cultural exchanges using visual, interactive and written materials leading to project outputs of an exhibition, website and video production.  The Urban Service programme, funded by the Ireland Funds and Peace & Reconciliation Programme, provided cross-community opportunities for young adults to develop skills and contribute to social change by participating in a 6-month public service activity.

Springboard's approach is centred on key principles of personal and social education, equity, diversity and interdependence and community building.  We have exceptional outcomes, as many participants have a stronger anti-discriminatory viewpoint, increased empathy that results in a firm ethic of social responsibility and capacity to develop relationships within a local and global context. 

Angila Chada as Executive Director manages the organisation, with the Board of Directors as follows: 

Jackie Redpath 

- Chair (Chief Executive of Greater Shankill Partnership)

Joe Stewart 

- (Manager, Impact Training)

Baroness May Blood 
- (Greater Shankill Partnership, Early Years Project)

Brendan Mackin 
- (Director, Unemployed Resource Centre)

Mary Enright 

- (Rights & Participation, North Belfast)

Liam Maskey 

- (Executive Director, Intercomm)

Seamus Murray 
- (Acting Head of Voluntary & Community Unit, Dept of Social Development)

Denis Rowan 

- (Director, FAS)

Michael Creedon 
- (Manager, Ballymun Job Centre)

Anne Biddulph 

- (Early School Leaver Project District Convenor, Tallaght Partnership)

